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Octopuses, Octopi, or Octopods? By Rachel Keenan 
  

Most people in America have heard, and possibly even seen 

an octopus. If you don’t know what an octopus is, it’s an eight 

limbed cephalopod that can change color. However, the plural 

form of this mighty creature has been debated for years. 

 

The Argument for Octopuses 
 

The word “octopuses” is used, out of the three, the most in 

literary pieces. Even though when you were growing up you were 

taught that this was incorrect, it’s actually the English plural of the 

word octopus.  

The Argument for Octopi 
 

The word “octopi” is the second most common plural. Most 

people were taught that this is the correct plural form. This plural 

has been around so long that most people consider it an accurate 

plural. This plural has been known very well by Americans, and 

continues to be. 

 

The Argument for Octopods 
 

The word “octopods” is the least known plural form. The 

main problem with the other two are that their root “oct” does not 

match their suffix. “Pi” is Latin, as well as “es” is English. But 

“pod” is Greek as well as it’s root. It is better to not mix other 

countries word parts together. 

 

The Truth 
 

In total, all of these are correct. You may use any of these 

with your octopus needs. However, everyone has a preference for 

what plural they like to use. But in the end, octopods, octopi, and 

octopuses are very interesting and complex creatures, is you are 

interested in this topic please, research these cool animals and 

keep learning.    
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                  Flower and Raindrop, a friendship parody by :Isabella Mathewson 
 

           Once upon a time, there was a beautiful golden flower. Everyone knew 

Golden flower had potential. The golden flower was always a flower person, until 

she met the first raindrop of spring. Raindrop was mysterious.  

   

 This made the Golden Flower curious, so she made it her mission to be-

friend the mysterious raindrop and learn her ways. It was hard, but after years of 

trying, Golden Flower and first Spring Rain drop became best friends. The rest of 

the garden thought the two friends had everything, as they acted like their lives 

were perfect. However, the garden didn’t know that Golden Flower and First 

Spring Raindrop shared secrets.  

 

 One day something terrible happened that caused Golden Flower and first 

Spring Raindrop to grow apart. This event caused Golden Flower’s shade to deep-

en.  The garden noticed that her golden hue had darkened and wondered why.  

Golden Flower pretended that nothing was bothering her even though inside she 

felt melancholy.  Her one true friend, Raindrop knew the real secret. She too was 

hiding her real feelings.  Golden Flower could not express her true feelings to 

Raindrop, so Raindrop stopped visiting Golden Flower.  Golden Flower rolled all 

but six of her petals up.  She looked for Raindrop in the sky and hoped she would 

catch her in her petals.  She waited all spring long..   

  



 

 

Page 3 

VOLUME 4 ISSUE 1  VOLUME 4 ISSUE 1  

Interview with Ms. Gedra by Madison Koeth 
 

 

1.   Q.) What’s your name? 

      A.) Miss Gedra. 

 

2.   Q.) What school did you come from? 

      A.) Kenmore. 

 

3.    Q.) What class do you teach? 

       A.) I teach 7th grade science. All day, everyday. 

 

4.    Q.) Do you like teaching 7th grade? 

       A.) Yes, I do. Very much. 

 

5.    Q.) What’s your favorite hobby? 

       A.) I like playing with my dog. 

 

6.    Q.) What’s your dog’s name? 

       A.) Lola. 

 

7.    Q.) What are some talents you have? 

       A.) I can juggle, and I can play guitar. 

 

8.    Q.) What’s your favorite color? 

       A.) Purple! 

 

9.    Q.) What’s your favorite sports team? 

       A.) Every Sunday I root for the Bills and anyone against the Patriots. 

 

10.  Q.) What’s your favorite number? 

       A.) 21. 

 

11.  Q.) Will you teach 7th grade next year? 

       A.) I sure hope so. 
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The Lost Art of Baton by Liliana Billi 

 Many people may not know that baton twirling is considered a sport. Baton twirling 

is a sport involving manipulation of a metal stick with your hands and body. It is similar to 

rhythmic gymnastics or color guard (flag spinning). There are many different categories of 

baton twirling such as,duet, solo, parade core, dance twirl, half time, two baton, three baton, 

rhythmic twirl, trio, hoop twirling, Pom Pom, fire baton, flag baton, and show twirl. For ex-

ample, if you do a solo normally you do modeling , basic strut, militarily strut, t- strut, and x

-strut. For group twirling you are judged on twirling content, dancing, choreography, tech-

nique and quality of performance, appearance showmanship and  presentation. Solos are 

judged on elements, choreography, smoothness, gracefulness and technique, overall timing, 

and presentation. Those were the basics so here’s what those groups mean. 

 

Dance Twirl: a group routine without props                                                                                         

Half Time: group routine with props                                                                                                     

Parade core:a routine that is suitable for a street parade                                                              

Pom Pom:instead of using batons you use Pom-poms                                                                    

Hoop baton: you connect a hula-hoop type thing to the baton                                                            

Fire baton:there is a special baton that you catch on fire                                                                 

Duet:involves two people                                                                                                    

Trio:involves three people                                                                                                         

Flag baton:there’s flag on the end of the batons 

Meanings of solo events: 

Show twirl: solo with props                                                                                                                

Rhythmic twirl: solo without props                                                                                                                 

X-strut: soloist perform in a prescribed floor pattern                                                                     

Basic strut: marching in square with a straight arm swinging down                                                            

Military strut: marching in a square with a bent elbow moving back and forth over your 

head 

 Now that you have an idea of what twirling is about, try it out, it’s never too late to 

start. Baton twirling can twirl you all over. So just give it a spin. There are baton clubs all 

over Western New York and one right here in North Tonawanda!  I encourage you try it out 

even if it is one class. Or watch a video on baton twirling. If you want to know more check 

out batontwirling.com/Nbta. 
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Dear Lizzy,  

Why don’t I don’t want to be go to school ? 

 

Response:  

Well, many reasons, but maybe you are not doing very well in your clas-

ses, or maybe there is something on your mind. You should check in 

with your guidance counselor or a teacher. Let them know how you are 

feeling.  There is always someone to help you. 

 

Dear Lizzy,  

Do I have to follow the school dress code?  

 

Response:  

Yes! You must follow the rules.  However, you can definitely wear 

clothes that reflect your style.    

 

Dear Lizzy, 

 

I’m getting bullied, what should I do? 

Response:  

Next time the bully bothers you, talk to them and prove you are a per-

son. Then, if that doesn’t work, tell a trusted adult. 
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Madison’s Music 
 

 Have you ever really thought about music and how often we hear 

it? I know I have. Music isn’t just entertaining, it can be therapeutic 

too! Music is an art of sound in time that expresses ideas and emotions 

in significant forms through the elements of rhythm, melody, harmony, 

and color. Usually you hear music on the radio, YouTube, or even tap-

ping your fingers on a desk. Almost anything you hear can turn into an 

awesome tune. Music can come in many different genres. There are 

over a thousand genres of music. The top three genres in middle school  

are rock, R&B/hip-hop and rap. If you want to hear some more music 

then tune into the band concert on December 19th at 6:30 and 7:30.  

Sports 

 
 Like Ronnie Lott once said, “If you can believe it, the 

mind can achieve it.” There are very many sports that students 

can choose from. The fall sports consist of volleyball, soccer,                   

football, cross country, swimming, tennis, and cheerleading. If 

you want to try out for a junior varsity or varsity sport in 7th 

or 8th grade, you have to pass the APP test. As the fall seasons 

comes to an end, winter sports start back up again. The winter 

sports include bowling, basketball, cheerleading, indoor track, 

swimming, ice hockey, and wrestling. We hope you consider 

joining some sports this year! 
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Always Perfect Apple Crumble 
By Rachel Keenan  

INGREDIENTS 

 
 2 ½ cups of apples (roughly 5 small apples) 

 1 cup of sifted flour 

 1 cup of granulated sugar 

 ½ tsp of cinnamon 

 ¼ tsp of salt 

 ½ cup of butter (1 stick) 

 

DIRECTIONS 

 
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Then lightly grease an 8 by 8 square pan. 

2.  Arranged apples evenly in pan.  

3.  Sift flour, sugar, cinnamon, and salt into a medium sized bowl. Cut 

butter into cubes, and put into dry ingredients. 

4.  Using your hands, mix the ingredients until it resembles bread 

crumbs. 

5.  Pour crumbs over apples. Make sure the topping is spread out evenly. 

6.  Bake in oven for 40-45 minutes, or until the topping is golden. 

 

*CHEF’S NOTES 

 
 You don’t need to sift the dry ingredients if you don’t own a sifter. 
 Feel free to add to a bit of cinnamon over the top before you put it in 

the oven. 
 Be careful not to over cream topping. It should resemble bread 

crumbs, not a paste. 
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Shout-outs! 
  

Shout-out to the best art teacher Mrs. Fernandez! 

Shout-out to Mr. Becigneul and Mrs. Quinn for 

letting us use their rooms for baton practice! 

Shout-out to Mrs. Vallas and Mr. Parisi for a 

great holiday              concert! 

Shout-out to Mr. Frazier for having the patience 

to continue working with middle school musi-

cians! 

Shout-out to the Newspaper Club for pulling it 

together at the last minute! 

Shout-out all the people who stand up to                   

bullying. 

Shout-out to Ebenezer Scrooge for learning the 

true meaning of Christmas. 

Shout-out for the New Year! 
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Torture: Appropriate or Inappropriate? 

Torture is the infliction of deliberate pain (both physical, spiritual, mental, and every other “-al”) in 
order to obtain information or to punishment. In a broad sense, torture is considered as any                     
procedure causing human suffering, regardless of the circumstances and objectives and of whether 
the sentence ends with this procedure or followed by homicide. 

Torture has been known since the ancient times as a means of punishment, deterrence, and to               
obtain confessions. In particular, a variety of torture is widely used in ancient Egypt, Assyria, Ancient 
Greece, Ancient Rome and other ancient nations. 

From a moral standpoint, torture is wrong and unacceptable. Many religious people are against this 
act of violence because they see it as a violation of the dignity of a human being, 
as christianitytoday.com states. Humans have the right to not have intentional harm upon                      
themselves from others. The ban on torture furthermore supports this certain right. Not only does 
torture violate people’s rights, but they also violate the demands of justice.  

Obviously, there are other methods of getting useful information that can save lives, but it has also 
been proven that not all people can be tortured and as a consequence tell the truth. Some of them 
lie when they are tortured and some of them just say nothing. Many experts think that torture is               
effective, but the other side of this issue is still unclear, as even an innocent person can get tortured 
by a mistake and then, probably, killed. In this case, torture is unacceptable. 

However, torture can be morally justifiable when it is wholly defensive – for example, when torturing 
a wrongdoer would prevent him from seriously harming innocent people. It could do that by forcing a 
person to reveal the location where he has planted a bomb, or hidden a hostage who will die if not 
found. It can be morally justifiable to kill a person to prevent him from detonating a bomb that will kill 
innocent people, or to prevent him from killing an innocent hostage. Since being killed is generally 
worse than being tortured, it should therefore be justifiable to torture a person to prevent him from 
killing innocent people. In cases in which torture is defensive in this way, the person tortured is not 
wronged. Indeed, he could avoid the torture simply by doing what he is morally required to do                 
anyway – namely, disclose the location of the bomb or hostage. 

In conclusion, it is rather difficult to determine whether torture is ever acceptable. From different 
points of view, it can be said that each person has his own opinion considering the issue, and this 
issue is rather contradictive. It is known that are thousands of various situations of torture and                
consequently, in some of them torture is being used, for example to prevent terrorist attacks or to 
get the important information. Personally, I’ll stick to friendly debates in English class! 

http://christianitytoday.com/
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Holiday Coloring Page 
Submitted by Marissa Lafferty 
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The End…. But wait! 

There’s still more!!! 

And don’t forget…  
If you want to see one of your articles in the 

newspaper, make sure to join our club!! 

Meetings are 

the first Tues-

day of the 

month.  

 Scan this QR code or 

type this link to see 

the Newspaper Club 

Members wish you 

Happy Holidays. 


